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^^Vhat is claimed is: 2X9-12- 

• ,^T X V ** 311(1 SeC ° nd 6ndS ^ 311 btermedia * «*» therebetween, the 
stent further having a longitudinal axis and providing axial flexibility, comprising 

5 a plurality of longitudinally disposed bands, wherein each band defines a generally 

~us wave having a ^ frequency ^ a ^ „ ^ ^ ^ 

a plurality of links for maWuning the bands in a tubular structure. 

io 2 Astern according ^ l ^ ^ hmd is ^ f 

penodic locafons, by a short cipnTsrential link to an adjacent band. 



30 



3. A stent according to claim 1 
has approximately the same fundairi 



al spatii 



r^in the wave associated with each of the bands 
I frequency for the intermediate section. 



<k A « according ,„ dainV wheJmeVnds m M disposed ^ ^ 
a*oaated wrth .hern ate spatiaUy aligned^ as «o U» in phase wW, one mote 



5. A stent according to claim 4, where 



thci 



plurality of periodic locations, by a short circumferential 



spVtially kgned bands are connected, at 



a 



to ah adjacent band. 



6 A stem ae^ „ ^ 5 at ^ \ of a ^ ^ rf 

posmons, is a cin^mfeenria! link be^een each of a faL, „f adjacent ^ of ^ 

7- ^ A stent according t0 claim 5. whereto, a, each one oY a second group of common 
posutons, there is a circtmtferemial Wc b«ween each of a sLnd set of adjacent rows of 
bards, whereto, aiong the iongtadina, axis, a common axia, postol occurs lately in me 
fim gmup and in the second group, and me first and second sets 1 se.ec.ed so , ha, a given 
band ,s ^ed to a neighboring band a, o„i y one of the fa, and of _ a** 
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8. A » according ,o claim 2, wherein ,he spatial frequency of the wave associated 
wth each of the bands, is decreased in a firs, end region lying proximo to the firs, end and in a 
second end region lying proximate to the second end, in comparison ,„ the spatial frequency of 
the wave in the intermediate section. 

9. A stem accor^o claim 8, wherein the spatial frequency is decreased by about 20 
/o compared with the spatial frequency of the wave in the intermediate section. 



ij i 
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15 



10. A stent 



claim 8, wherein the first end region lies between the first end 



and a set of circumferen^ links lyi^ closest to the first end and the second end reg™ fa 



11. A stent according\o claim 
bands, measured in a circumferential dire 
than in the intermediate section. 



vherein widths of corresponding sections of the 
esgreater in the first and second end regions 



12. A stent according to claim 10, where^id\ of corresponding sections of the 
^^-circumfere^^ 
20 than in the intermediate section. \ \ 



25 



A stent according to claim 1. wherein each bandAiLudes a terminus at each of the 
ft* and second ends arKi the adjacem pairs of bands are joineL their termini to form a closed 

loop. V 

firs, and second ends and the adjacent pairs of bands arejoined a, thei termini to form a closed 

loop. A 



\ 
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A sten^according «o Cain, 9, wherein the fa, „„, ^ aes ^ 
-da se, of c^rni^entia, Inks lyfag closest bfcta-|l(ta ^ ^ 

b-ween the second end^d a se, of cUcurrferetnial King doses, ,o «he second end 

16. Astern according ,o data 15, wherein widths of con^po^ing sections of «he 

17. Astern accor^o^a^wherein «he spatial frequency of the wave assorted 
with each of the bands is decrA««H ft, a £w j - . . 

^ h , • ^ decreased in a fifcrt end region lying proximate to the first end and a 
second end regl on ,ying pro?dmat V to th\ second end, in comparison to the spatial frequency of 
the wave m the intermediate section\ X A 




ith^anNmtermediate section therebetween, the 
axfanjexibility, comprising: 



A stent having first and secotad em 
««« Snther having a longitudinal axis ajp™ 

— - wave having a spatial fre^ O ^ ^ ^ * 

ax,* *• ^ frequency of the wave associated -kUW hands being decreased in a 
end reg.on iying proximate «o the firs, end and m ,U end region rving proxirnate «, 
the second end, „, comparison «o «he spatial fiequency of ^ wave in the intermediate section; 



a plurality of links for maintaining the bands in a tubular! 



icture. 



19. A ^*^g,oclaiml8,wheretawid^ 
a cnc^erentia, direction, are greater in the fc, and «JL, region ^ m ^ 

intermediate section. x 
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